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the injury done to the royal cause by the half-hearted
service of Biron. But when Farnese fell back to the
Somme, the people of Rouen found that they had
been premature in thanking their patron Saint for
delivering them out of the hand of the Heretic, who,
after repairing and strengthening his works, was
again pressing the siege in person. Elizabeth, less
bitter since the safe return of Essex, and moved
perhaps by her favourite's report of Henry's roman-
tic admiration of the Virgin Queen, a topic on
which he never failed to dilate with Gascon emphasis
in her subject*s presence, sent timely reinforcements,
while the Dutch fleet prevented any supplies reach-
ing the town by water.

Urgent messages came from Villars to Mayenne
and Parma: unless relieved by April 2oth he must
capitulate.

In four days the Spanish general marched from
the Somme to the Seine. The King of France had
dismissed his cavalry; his infantry was scattered in
the towns round Rouen, where they had been
quartered to recover from the sufferings of the
winter. Henry himself was at Dieppe when he
received the news that Parma was again marching
on Rouen (April I9th). He at once flung himself on
his horse and rode without drawing rein till he
reached the camp. It was midnight, but he found
his men already In full retreat. Nor could he blame
the resolution of his captains. It would have been
madness to attempt to hold their extended lines
against such an enemy as Parma, and when threat-
ened both in rear and front by far superior forces.